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ITEM 1 

Descrip on:  

Reference to ‘Mica’ or Defec ve Concrete Blocks in the Dra  Plan 

In June 2023 The Enhanced Grant Scheme for the Remedia on of Dwellings Damaged by the Use of 

Defec ve Concrete Blocks in their Construc on was launched by the Minister of Housing Darragh 

O’Brien TD. On Page 2 of that document, it states there are “potenƟally more than 7,500 effected 

homes” across Donegal, Mayo, Clare and Limerick; the majority of which are currently known to be 

located in Donegal. The DraŌ Development Plan covers the next six years from 2024-2030, however, 

within the 420 page document there is no policy on how the county will deal with the various items 

surrounding this issue; be it for Public Buildings, Private Houses, Social Houses, etc. In fact, aside 

from having a policy for this issue, there is no menƟon at all throughout the DraŌ Plan of DefecƟve 

Concrete Blocks and only one reference to Mica, where it relates to Childcare FaciliƟes. Considering 

the number of homes and public buildings this issue will effect, and by immediate associaƟon the 

number of people, this is difficult to understand.   

Request: 

It is our request that the County Development Plan 2024-2030 puts in place relevant policies to deal 

with the many issues that have to be overcome by the DefecƟve Concrete Block crisis.  

 

ITEM 2 

Descrip on:  

Temporary Accommoda on Proposals 

As a development of Item 1 above, and based on the current housing situaƟon, there will be a 

shortage of accommodaƟon in the county due to the need to rebuild hundreds, if not thousands of 

homes, in the future but in parƟcular during the course of the Development Plan. As stated above 

there is no reference to DefecƟve Concrete Blocks in the DraŌ Plan, therefore as a result there is no 

policy for Temporary AccommodaƟon to deal with the shortage of housing.  

IniƟal proposal ideas would be: 

 Look at the use of modular accommodaƟon units as a soluƟon to temporary alternaƟve 
accommodaƟon:  

o MulƟ-unit developments (typically housing estates): potenƟally uƟlising space on 
exisƟng green areas with connecƟons to exisƟng services within the estate. Model 
being alternaƟng users as remedial works are carried out in stages throughout the 
estate. Temporary accommodaƟon units and all temporary service connecƟons 
would then be completely removed off site aŌer final decanƟng. This approach could 
have 3-5 modular units, dependent on the space available.  

o Standalone houses: again the use of modular units in place unƟl the works to the 
house are complete and then can be removed off site. This approach could be 
exempt from any planning permission requirement.  
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 The Council could idenƟfy a number of ‘Pilot’ development sites that could form a temporary 
housing estate where tenants would rotate as and when their works are carried out, typically 
staying there for a period of approx. one year. The long-term strategy would be that the site 
is then turned into a permanent Social Housing development when temporary 
accommodaƟon is no longer required, approx. a 10-15 year Ɵmeframe. The relevant 
infrastructure would be installed at the outset and would then be uƟlised when the site 
became transiƟoned to permanent housing.: 

o This approach could have 10-20 modular units 
o This type of strategy would remove the risk of creaƟng ‘Shanty Towns’ as there is a 

future use for the site which would facilitate future social housing need.  
o An alternaƟve soluƟon is to remove all temporary accommodaƟon when it is no 

longer required and either return it to a green field site, or create a green area within 
an urban brown field site 

 

 Storage sites could be idenƟfied away from the mulƟ-unit development sites to save on the 
space required as the area of each individual plot will be restricƟve for the reconstrucƟon 
period. 

 
Request: 

It is our request that the County Development Plan 2024-2030 puts in place relevant policies to 

facilitate the use of Temporary AccommodaƟon in relaƟon to people effected by DefecƟve Concrete 

Blocks.  
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Ini al Proposal Images:  

(Credit: Advanced Timber Frame Ltd) 

 

 

 


